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May 15, 1957
Dear Joshma,

. Has there been any difficulty in odtaining the cultures that we
talked adout? I would like to have them if possible before 1 leavs so that
I night try a fev preliminary experiments. The trick will de in the haploidization
and will require much playing around. This after preliminary trials could de
routinied in such a wvay that my technician vould be adle to carry it through
while I am gone- '

I've hear? one bit of news of interest. Barkedale at ¥.Y.U. has beer
workins on $he lysogenic comversion in diphtberiae and claims that the toxin
is released during the spontanecus lysie of the lysogenic oells. It 1s axdx also
released following infesction and a lytic cycle if precautions are taken to
prevent ite = imactivation ¥y peroxidase which 1s aleo released. This ¢ if true,
confirms a suspicion I've had eince reading Terrada that the so called lysogenic
conversions are nothing more than the relesase of substances by the lysing cells
in any lysegenic culture which 1s adorded to the dacteria and account for the
antigenic differences. This wonuld % variable from culture $o culture etc and may
Ve vhat's dehind ferm variatien. For example Barksdale finde that the special
media that were oconsidered requisite for toxin production (Fe++® etc) are nothing
Jore than medis of varyisg inducing cspacities. I don't have any reagents othervise
I'd test the Ol story. Do you think your O5 might be analysedle in thess ternme.

Regards to all

Bincerely,




